
MSc in Computing Science
Lab Information

Introduction

The IntegratedLaboratoryis oneof the assessedcomponentsof the MSc in ComputingScience,the
othersbeingcoursework, examsandthe individual project. Its objective is to allow studentsto gain
experienceby becomingfamiliar with programminglanguages.Notethatall thepracticalwork will be
carriedoutusingWindowsNT .

1 Before you Begin: Change your Passwords

Thefirst timeyou log on to thelabnetwork, youmustsetupaprivatepassword to protectyouraccount.
Sincethelabnetwork dependsonservicesthatrunundertwo differentoperatingsystems(Windows NT
andLinux), youwill needto setyourpasswordunderboth operatingsystems.Try to chooseapassword
that is not a word (in any language)anddoesnot relateto your login or name.You must use the same
password under both Windows NT and Linux.

1.1 Logging into NT

� FromtheWindows NT startupscreen,pressCtrl, Alt andDeletesimultaneously.

� At thelogin window, enteryour login nameandinitial password assuppliedon thesheetyou re-
ceivedfrom CSGin yourWelcomePack.Notethatpasswordsarecasesensitive (i.e. adistinction
is madebetweenuppercaseandlowercaseletters).Onceyouhavefinished,click theOK button,
or pressEnter.

� At this stage,you maybepromptedfor a new WindowsNT password. If so,follow theon-screen
instructionsto selectanew password. If not,donotworry — youwill have theopportunityto set
your WindowsNT password later(in Section1.3on thefollowing page).

1.2 Setting your Linux password

� While loggedinto WindowsNT, click on theStartbuttonandselect Run... .

� Typeeither ssh owl or ssh emu into thebox thatappearsandthenclick OK. ( owl and emu
aretwo machinesrunningLinux. Pickeitherone.)

� A window entitled SECURITY WARNING may appear. If it does,selectthe option Add this
machine to the known hosts list andclick Continue .

� In the SSH Authentication window, select Use plain password to log in. Thenenteryour
login name(in the User name box)andpassword (in the Passphrase box). Thenclick OK.
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� You should then seea terminal window, which may display a Welcomemessageand then a
prompt. At this Linux prompt, type passwd andpressEnter. Follow the instructionsto set
your new Linux password. Youshouldexpectto seesomethinglike this:

ob3@lazy{˜}% passwd
Changing password for ob3
Enter old password:
New Kerberos password:
Retype new Kerberos password:
passwd: all authentication tokens updated successfully
ob3@lazy{˜}%

Remember that your Linux and WindowsNT passwords must be the same.

� Type exit at theLinux promptto closethewindow. If you have alreadychangedyour Windows
NT password youarefinished.Otherwiseproceedto Section1.3.

1.3 Setting your Windows NT password

� While you areloggedin, PressCtrl, Alt andDeletesimultaneously. A window called Windows
NT Security shouldappear.

� Click on Change Password .

� Follow theon-screeninstructionsto setyournew password.

If youhave any problems,pleaseaskthelabhelpersfor assistance.

2 Laboratory Sessions

Programmingis consideredsucha coreskill in computingthatyouwill bespendinga lot of time in the
computerlab doingprogrammingexercisesduringthefirst term(October– December).
Therearea numberof timetabledlaboratorysessions.During thesetimes, you have priority useof
equipmentin thedesignatedroom(s)andlabdemonstratorsarein attendanceto helpyououtwith queries
andproblemsregardingtheon-goinglabexercise(s).Youarealsoaskedto respectthepriority accessto
equipmentthatothergroupsof studentshave duringtheir lab sessions,in orderto avoid conflicts.
The computersystemis maintainedand developedby the ComputingSupportGroup (CSG) in the
Departmentof Computing(DoC). They dealwith any problemsthat thecomputersandnetworksmay
have. For immediateproblems,suchasa terminalis not responding,you shouldseetheoperatorswho
areonduty duringnormaloffice hoursin room218(ComputingHelpDesk).
TheLabOrganisersfor your courseareTheodoreHong(email twh1 ) andOlav Beckmann(emailob3 ).
Youcancontactthemregardingany questionsabouttheLabpartof your course.

3 Submissions and Assessment

All the exercisesin the first two weeksareunassessed.Startingfrom week3, therewill alsobe lab
workshops,wheretheassessedexerciseswill behandedoutandbriefly introduced.Assessedlaboratory
work will besubmittedelectronically:yousimply follow theinstructiongivenin eachspecification.

mailto:ob3@doc
mailto:twh1@doc
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Yourexerciseswill bemarkedandgradedasfollows (in termsof percentages):

A+ [90,100]
A [70,90)
B [60,70)
C [50,60)
D [45,50)
E [40,45)
F [0,40)

Youmaydevelopyourprogramonanothermachine,sayyourown PC.It is yourresponsibilityto ensure
thatthefile(s) yousubmitdo compileandrununderWindowsNT.

Backups. Thework you storeon thenetwork file server ( H: drive) in theDepartmentof Computing
Labswill bebackedup by CSG.However, it is very advisableto keepyour own backupsof important
work (e.g. on floppy disk or zip disk1) becauseCSGmay only have a completebackupof your work
from about2 dayspreviously (atbest,from thepreviousnight). Losingawholeday’swork if youdelete
somethingby accidentcanstill be very frustrating,so do keepbackups.Having lost your work is no
excusefor not submitting!

4 Electronic Mail and Internet

Thesetwo mechanismsarehighly usedin theDepartmentasameansof communicationanddistribution
of information.Wevery muchrecommendthatyou familiariseyourselfwith both.
We recommendthat you useNetscapeMessengerfor email (an icon for this shouldbe on the Win-
dowsNT desktopwhenyou log in).

� Importantemailaddresses:

– fs
Dr. FaribaSadri,yourCourseDirector

– twh1 , ob3
TheodoreHongandOlav Beckmann,yourLaboratoryOrganisers

– all-msc
All Mscstudentsregisteredon yourcourse.

� ImportantWebpages:

– http://www.doc.ic. ac .uk /
TheDepartmentof ComputingHomePage

– http://www.doc.ic. ac .uk /te ach in g/p ost /co nv er. htm l
DetailedInformationaboutyourcourse

– http://www.doc.ic. ac .uk /la b/msc - co nv /
Informationrelatedto lab work: regulations,timetables,documentation,etc.

– http://www.doc.ic. ac .uk /cs g/
Informationaboutoperatingsystems,dial-in, computersoftware,andtheresourcesavailable
in thedepartment.

1Pleaselook afterzip disksvery carefullywhenin theLabs;they areknown to have “disappeared”from there. . .

http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/csg/
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/csg/
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/lab/msc-conv/
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/lab/msc-conv/
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/teaching/post/conver.html
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/teaching/post/conver.html
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/
http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/
mailto:all-msc@doc
mailto:ob3@doc
mailto:twh1@doc
mailto:fs@doc
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5 A Note on Copying

You candiscussproblemswith eachother. Plagiarismis somethingelse: it is representingsomeone
else’s work asyour own. We areobligedto inform thecollegeauthoritiesin theevent thatwe discover
thatwork is copied.

6 Lab Times

TheTeachinglabsareopento Departmentof Computingstudentsfrom 8amto 11pmeverydayexcept
whenthecollegeis closed(e.g. ChristmasDay). Therearebookingsheetsin thelabswhich permityou
to bookterminals.Someonewho hasbookeda terminalhaspriority for useof theterminal.

Exceptions. If anotheryearor coursearehaving a lab sessionin a particularroom,they have priority
for useof theterminalsin thatroom. ThemachinesmaybeunavailablesomeMondaymorningswhen
maintenanceor systemswork maybetakingplace.

7 Regulations

Pleasetake noteof theregulationscoveringcomputerusein thedepartment:

http://www.doc.ic. ac .uk /cs g/n ewuse r/# reg s .

William Knottenbelt and Maria Lin, 1999
Olav Beckmann and Theodore Hong, 28/09/2000

http://www.doc.ic.ac.uk/csg/newuser/#regs

