MSc in Computing Science
Lab Information

Introduction

The IntegratedLaboratoryis one of the assessedomponentf the MSc in ComputingScience the
othersbeing coursavork, examsandthe individual project. Its objective is to allow studentgo gain
experienceby becomingfamiliar with programminganguagesNotethatall the practicalwork will be
carriedoutusingWindowsNT .

1 Before you Begin: Change your Passwords

Thefirst time youlog onto thelab network, you mustsetup a privatepassverd to protectyour account.
Sincethelab network depend®n serviceghatrun undertwo differentoperatingsystemgWindovs NT

andLinux), youwill needto setyour passwrd underboth operatingsystemsTry to choosea passverd

thatis notaword (in ary language)arnddoesnot relateto your login or name. You must use the same

password under both Windows NT and Linux.
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Logging into NT
FromtheWindows NT startupscreenpressCtrl, Alt andDeletesimultaneously

At thelogin window, enteryour login nameandinitial passverd assuppliedon the sheetyou re-
ceivedfrom CSGin your WelcomePack. Note thatpasswerdsarecasesensitve (i.e. adistinction
is madebetweeruppercaseandlower casdetters).Onceyou have finished,click the OK button,
or pressEnter

At this stage you may be promptedfor a nev WindowsNT passwerd. If so,follow theon-screen
instructiongto selectanew passwerd. If not,do notworry — youwill have the opportunityto set
your WindowsNT passwerd later (in Sectionl.3onthefollowing page).

Setting your Linux password

While loggedinto WindowsNT, click onthe StartbuttonandselectRun... .

Typeeither ssh owl or ssh emu into thebox thatappearsandthenclick OK. (owl and emu
aretwo machinesunningLinux. Pick eitherone.)

A window entitled SECURITY WARNING may appear If it does,selectthe option Add this
machine to the known hosts list andclick Continue .

In the SSH Authentication window, select Use plain password to log in. Thenenteryour
login name(in the User name box)andpassword (in the Passphrase box). Thenclick OK.
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¢ You shouldthen seea terminal window, which may display a Welcome messageand then a
prompt. At this Linux prompt,type passwd andpressEnter Follow the instructionsto set
your new Linux password. You shouldexpectto seesomethindik e this:

ob3@lazy{}% passwd

Changing password for ob3

Enter old password:

New Kerberos password:

Retype new Kerberos password:

passwd: all authentication tokens updated successfully
ob3@lazy{"}%

Remember that your Linux and WindowsNT passwords must be the same.

e Type exit attheLinux promptto closethewindow. If you have alreadychanged/our Windows
NT passwerd you arefinished.Otherwiseproceedo Sectionl.3.

1.3 Setting your Windows NT password

e While you areloggedin, PressCtrl, Alt andDeletesimultaneouslyA window called Windows
NT Security shouldappear

e Click on Change Password .
¢ Follow theon-screennstructionsto setyour new passverd.

If you have ary problemspleaseaskthelab helpersfor assistance.

2 Laboratory Sessions

Programmings consideredgucha coreskill in computingthatyou will be spendingalot of timein the
computerab doing programmingexercisesduringthefirst term(October— December).

Thereare a numberof timetabledlaboratorysessions.During thesetimes, you have priority useof

equipmentn thedesignatedoom(s)andlab demonstratorarein attendancéo helpyououtwith queries
andproblemsregardingthe on-goinglab exercise(s).You arealsoasledto respecthe priority accesso

equipmenthatothergroupsof studentdave duringtheirlab sessionsin orderto avoid conflicts.

The computersystemis maintainedand developedby the ComputingSupportGroup (CSG)in the
Departmenbf Computing(DoC). They dealwith ary problemsthatthe computersand networks may
have. For immediateproblems,suchasaterminalis not respondingyou shouldseethe operatorsvho

areon duty duringnormaloffice hoursin room218 (ComputingHelp Desk).

The Lab Organiserdor your courseare TheodoreHong (emailtwh1 ) andOlav Beckmannemailob3).

You cancontactthemregardingary questionsaboutthe Lab partof your course.

3 Submissions and Assessment

All the exercisesin the first two weeksare unassessedStartingfrom week 3, therewill alsobe lab
workshopswheretheassesseekerciseswill behandedutandbriefly introduced Assessethaboratory
work will besubmittedelectronically:you simply follow theinstructiongivenin eachspecification.
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Your exerciseswill bemarked andgradedasfollows (in termsof percentages):

A+ | [90,100]
[70,90)
[60,70)
[50,60)
[45,50)
[40,45)
[0,40)

Youmaydevelopyour programon anothemachine sayyour own PC.lt is yourresponsibilityto ensure
thatthefile(s) you submitdo compileandrun underWindowvsNT.
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Backups. Thework you storeonthe network file sener ( H: drive) in the Departmenbf Computing
Labswill bebacledup by CSG.However, it is very advisableo keepyour own backupsof important
work (e.g. on floppy disk or zip disk') becauseCSG may only have a completebackupof your work
from about2 dayspreviously (atbest,from thepreviousnight). Losingawholeday's work if you delete
somethingby accidentcanstill be very frustrating,so do keepbackups.Having lost your work is no
excusefor not submitting!

4 Electronic Mail and Internet

Thesawo mechanismsarehighly usedin the Departmenasameansf communicatioranddistribution
of information. We very muchrecommendhatyou familiariseyourselfwith both.

We recommendhat you use NetscapeMessengefor email (anicon for this shouldbe on the Win-
dowsNT desktopwhenyoulog in).

¢ Importantemailaddresses:

— fs
Dr. FaribaSadri,your CourseDirector

— twhl, ob3
TheodoreHongandOlav Beckmannyour LaboratoryOrganisers

— all-msc
All Msc studentgegisteredon your course.

e ImportantWebpages:

— http://www.doc.ic. ac.uk /
TheDepartmentf ComputingHomePage
— http:/lwww.doc.ic. ac.uk /te achin g/p ost /co nver. html
Detailedinformationaboutyour course
— http://www.doc.ic. ac.uk /la b/msc-conv/
Informationrelatedto lab work: regulations timetablesdocumentationetc.
— http:/lwww.doc.ic. ac.uk /cs g/

Informationaboutoperatingsystemsdial-in, computeisoftware,andtheresourceswvailable
in thedepartment.

1pleasdook afterzip disksvery carefullywhenin the Labs:they areknown to have “disappearedfrom there. ..
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5 A Note on Copying

You candiscussproblemswith eachother Plagiarismis somethingelse: it is representingsomeone
elses work asyour own. We areobligedto inform the college authoritiesin the eventthatwe discover
thatwork is copied.

6 Lab Times

The Teachinglabsare opento Departmenbf Computingstudentdrom 8amto 11pmeverydayexcept
whenthecollegeis closed(e.g. Christmaday). Therearebookingsheetsn thelabswhich permityou
to bookterminals.Someoneavho hasbooked aterminalhaspriority for useof theterminal.

Exceptions. If anothelyearor coursearehaving alab sessiorin a particularroom,they have priority
for useof theterminalsin thatroom. The machinesnay be unavailablesomeMondaymorningswhen
maintenancer systemswvork maybetakingplace.

7 Regulations

Pleasdake noteof theregulationscoveringcomputemsein the department:

http:/www.doc.ic. ac.uk /cs g/n ewuser/# regs .

William Knottenbelt and Maria Lin, 1999
Olav Beckmann and Theodore Hong, 28/09/2000
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